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by the Vatican. In this way neither side gives up its
authority.
In all this field the Catholic Church is strongest in the
Philippines. There are few people who realise that the
thousand or fifteen hundred Philippine Islands contain
nearly thirteen millions of people, of whom about nine
millions are Catholics. The others are Mohammedans, or
Head Hunters. There is no other country in the Far East
which is so wholly Christian. Moreover, these people
were converted to Christianity as far back as three hundred
years ago, when the Spaniards first entered Manila.
There are in proportion more convents and monasteries
and Catholic colleges throughout the Philippines than
there are in most European countries. For a long time the
Spanish clergy had almost complete control over the
Philippines, and the Captains-General and other officials
sent out from Spain could do little without the advice and
guidance of the archbishops and clergy, who had been
there all their lives. It can be safely said that the successful
rebellion of the Filipinos at the end of the nineteenth
century was against Spanish priests, rather than Spanish
people.
When the United States took control it became a
problem what was to happen with regard to the edu-
cation of the people. In the end the Catholic schools
and colleges were allowed to go on, but the Americans
insisted that there should be no State religious teaching,
and that there should be everywhere a series of non-
sectarian schools. On the whole, this has worked well,
but many of the Spanish priests have told me, when
referring to the possibility of Japanese penetration in
years to come, that they could see no reason why the